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B96's new morning show aims to make its mark in Chicago’s
morning drive

Ready To Take |
The Chi By Storm

Darnella Dunham
DDunham@RadicandRecords.com

he opportunity to host morning drive in the nation’s No. 3
market on a heritage station with a partner you respect
would be a dream come true for countless personalities,
including WBBM-FM (B96)/Chicago’s newly appointed
a.m. drive duo Jamar ] Niice” McNeil and Julian “the Night
Ninja” Nieh. Individually, they've held high-profile gigs at CHR /top 40 out-
lets and hosted middays and nights on B96, respectively, before partnering in
mornings on the CBS Radio station as *'] Niice & Julian on the Radio,” which

debuted Jan. 5.

Now that they're together, they are embark-
ing on the biggest adventure of their careers:
starting a new morning show in the super com-
petitive, PPM-measured Chicago marker, filling
the shift previously anchored by local legends
Eddie & JoBo.

Co-workers at B96 since April, McNeil and
Nieh first got to know each other at Clear
Channel CHR/top 40 WIHT (Hot 99.5)/
Washington. Nieh was hosting the might show and
MecNeil was a part-umer doing promotons who
would occasionally help with bis and pranks on
the “Julian on the Radio” show.

Nich is full of energy on and off the air, and
MeNeil gravitated to him because of his person-
ality and ralent. 1 generally like energetic people
and 1 always saw his potential and had great respect
for him,” McNeil recalls. *l wanted to learn and

it was an instant connection.”

Likely Pairing

McNeil Nieh
got his R =

first shot at —

hosting a full- e ~

time shift at anoth-

er Clear Channel

CHR/top 40 station:

WAKS (96.5 Kiss FM)/Cleveland.
He then landed at WHYT (Y-100)/
Miami, another co-owned pop
outlet. Meanwhile, Nieh'’s career
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was also taking off: in July 2006, he accepted the
night show position at B96. Last April they were
reunited when McNeil was hired to fill middays
at the station.

On New Year’s Eve B96 GM Peter Bowen
announced that the two personalities would

pair for mornings to replace the long-running
Eddie & JoBo,
November after almost 20 years on the station. J

When we brought ] and Julian to B96 we |

who departed in late

knew that they had the potential to work (
together in mornings,” Bowen said in a Dec. 31
press release. “I have no doubt that their pas-
sion and enthusiasm will translate into some [
incredible radio.” |
Although both have CHR /top 40 backgrounds, |
they understand and appreciate the heritage and his- »
tory of BU6, as well as that of their morn-
ing-drive predecessors. “More so than |
just radio broadcasters, they're weaved

e SR e [
nto the fabric of the city,” Nich says.

. “They are Chicago.”
‘, McNeil also has high praise for |
Eddie & |
- e JoBo."No |
one  will [
il really ever truly |

replace them. But |
think we have a chance |

to be something in that,
because of what the city feels about |

the station, we can hopefully |

- become the next them.” '



P KERI HILSON SHINES WITH HER FIRST TOP 20 HIT
AS A LEAD ARTIST, AS “TURNIN' ME ON,” FEATURING LI
WAYNE, BOUNCES 24-20 WITH AIRPOWER STRIPES. THE

SINGER/SONGWRITER OWNS A TOP 10 AS THE FEATURED
ACT ON TIMBALAND'S “THE WAY | ARE,” WHICH PEAKED
AT NO. 4 IN 2007
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ARTIST PLAYS ARTIST PLAYS
TITLE / LABEL JGAIN TITLE / LABEL fGAIN
BRITNEY SPEARS 543/79 SERANI 228/28
Circus HNo Games

[evedLC) {Rockstone/Phase One/Universal Republic)
TOTAL STATIONS: 28 TOTAL STATIONS:

BEYONCE {r 4927282 RON BROWZ 220/M28
Diva Jumping (Dut The Window)

[Music World Columbia) (Ether Boy/Universal Motown)

TOTAL STATIONS: 42 TOTAL STATIONS: 33
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AKON FEAT. COLBY O'DONIS &

KARDINAL OFFISHALL

Beautiful (Konvict/Ustront/SRCUniversal Matown)
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Mad (Def Jam/iDIMG)
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